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Introduction
Good morning! Happy New Year. How are we doing today? These guys… alright, they are ready over
here. That’s good. Good morning; I’m glad you’re here. If you have a Bible with you, go ahead and take it
out at this time. Let’s turn to the Gospel of Luke. We are going to be in Luke chapter 4 this morning. If
you’re new to using the Bible, don’t stress about that. Feel free to use the Table of Contents in your Bible. If
you don’t have a Bible, you will find a Bible in the seat tray in front of you. Feel free to use that as well.
Also, if you want to use a Bible on your phone or tablet, that’s fine. We don’t really care how you engage
the Bible. We just believe that you ought to engage the Bible because we believe that the Bible is God’s
Word to us, and we need to understand it this it will tell us how we can have a relationship with God and
also then how we ought to live in this world. I want to encourage you to go ahead and get that Bible, open
it up, and head over to Luke chapter 4. For those of you who are new to the Bible, let me just give you a
brief introduction. The Bible is divided into two sections: the Old Testament and the New Testament. The
Old Testament gives us a record of God’s chosen people. They are called Israel. We read about Israel’s
desire for a revolutionary leader… a powerful leader called “Messiah.” We’ll be talking more about that
here in a little bit. In the New Testament, we find out about that Messiah actually is. We discover that the
messiah is Jesus, so we’re read about His birth and then we read about His life and His ministry. We find
out that He is God’s Son… God in flesh. We then discover also that He dies on our behalf. He dies so that
our sin will have a penalty paid. So instead of me dying for my sin, Jesus died for my sin. Then we read
about His glorious resurrection… God the Father bringing Him back to life so that then He conquers death.
There are a whole lot of people who begin to believe in this and begin to share this Good News that God
has entered into the world and has created a path whereby humans can have a relationship with Him.
Those people become known as the Church. We are going to be looking at a Book that was written by one
of the earliest members of the Church and his name was Luke. Luke was a physician, and he wrote a
biography of Jesus. And this biography… Luke… The Gospel of Luke… the Good News according to Luke,
is a biography telling us about the life of Jesus. Today we are going to read in Luke 4 and we are going to
be reading about an episode where Jesus returned to His hometown and went and visited the synagogue.
We are going to be in Luke 4, starting in verse 16. Let me pray over us and then we will read the Scripture
together.
“Father, it is so good to be here today to gather with Your people, to start a new year in this way. Lord, we
are excited to have an opportunity to understand how it is that You would have us live in this world. Father,
we are also excited to have an opportunity to discover how we might have relationship with You. So Father,
our prayer today is that we would be sensitive to the things that You are trying to tell us through Your Spirit.
I would never be able to preach enough sermons to be able to speak to every person here, and You know
that, God… but You can, through Your supernatural power, speak exactly the words that need to be heard
by each person. So God, I pray that You would do that through my proclamation that You would tailor the
message to every person’s heart. God, I pray then that we would respond to whatever You tell us… that we
would not simply hear it but we would act on what we hear. Father, I pray for any person in this room…
even if there is just one person… who has yet to say ‘Yes’ to You, that today would be the day that they
would choose to do that. Father, I pray this and I ask this in the name of Jesus Christ. Amen.”
Luke chapter 4, starting in verse 16… “And He…” (that’s Jesus) “…came to Nazareth where He had been

brought up. And as was His custom, He went to the synagogue, on the Sabbath day, and He stood up to
read. And the scroll of the prophet Isaiah was given to Him. He unrolled the scroll and found the place
where it was written, ‘The Spirit of the Lord is upon Me, because He has anointed Me to proclaim good
news to the poor. He has sent Me to proclaim liberty to the captives and recovering of sight to the blind, to
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set at liberty those who are oppressed to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor.’ And He rolled up the scroll
and gave it back to the attendant and sat down. And the eyes of all in the synagogue were fixed on Him.
And He began to say to them, ‘Today this Scripture has been fulfilled in your hearing.” And all spoke well
of Him and marveled at the gracious worlds that were coming from His mouth. And they said, ‘Is not this
Joseph’s son?’” This is the Word of the Lord.
Anybody here make black-eyed peas on New Year’s day? Is that a thing you all do? I don’t know why.
Whenever I was a kid that was kind of this tradition that we had. My dad would make this giant pot of
black-eyed peas. Let’s get one thing straight. Those things taste nasty by themselves… that’s why we put
things in with the black-eyed peas. You’re not really tasting black-eyed peas when you eat good black-eyed
peas… you’re tasting whatever you used to season and flavor them. Anyway, I digress. On New Year’s
Day, that was something we always did as a kid. Other people, I heard, had this tradition of eating
cabbage because it was this idea… the black-eyed peas were to bring you luck… and other people would
eat cabbage because it was supposed to bring you cash. We never ate cabbage in our house when I was a
kid. I understand a lot more about my childhood now because of that, but anywhere… (Laughter) We
always ate these black-eyed peas because they were supposed to bring you good luck if you would eat
them. I don’t know where this tradition started or how it started, but I can honestly tell you this. There is no
such thing as luck, guys. It’s good to eat your black-eyed peas on New Year’s Day; I did that. I make a
giant pot every year on New Year’s Day… try to get my family to eat them. Most of them turn their nose up
at the idea. I think that they taste delicious, but I still think that those black-eyed peas… that hopping
john… no matter how good it is… it honestly makes no difference on how your year is going to play out.
What does make a difference is something that we’re going to talk about today.
Today we are going to start a new series entitled “Refresh.” We are going to talk about God’s plan for
Houston Northwest Church. I don’t mean the institution… I mean the people of the church. Those of us
who are gathered here today… God has a plan for us going into 2019 and for the next 4 weeks we are
going to talk about what that plan entails. I want us to approach the Scripture and to look and see what is
it that God has for us, and how is it that we cannot depend on some sort of made up concept like luck but
instead depend on the sovereign power of the God of the universe to guide our steps and to lead us as we
move into a new year. Today is actually the twelfth day of Christmas. Maybe you knew that; maybe you
didn’t. Today is Epiphany. It is the Sunday where we celebrate and remember the Wise Men, the Magi,
showing up to worship the baby King. So, in the same way that those individuals 2000 years ago bowed
their lives before King Jesus, we are going to today look at a passage of Scripture that really commands us
to bow our lives before King Jesus in a new year. It’s this passage here in Luke chapter 4 where Jesus
describes a concept that we would typically call “The Kingdom of God.” That’s the thing that I want us to
talk about today. The Kingdom of God found prevalent throughout the New Testament, and a Kingdom
that is important for us even now today in 2019. I want us to look at this passage and to understand why
the Kingdom matters and how the Kingdom is central to what God wants for each and every one of us in
2019.
When Jesus came onto the scene, the very first sermon that He ever preached in Matthew and in Mark…
those are the two Gospels that come right before the Book of Luke… of very simple and very direct. It was
this: “Repent, for the Kingdom of God is at hand.” What was Jesus trying to say? Well, “Repent.” That
means turn around, get your life in order, stop sinning but instead get your life in line with the plan that
God has for you, “…for the Kingdom of God is at hand.” “At hand” means it is right here, it’s right now…
It is something in which you can participate. This Kingdom idea, though, was something that maybe needs
a little bit of description or illustration for those of us in the 21st century. What is this Kingdom idea? The
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Jewish people all throughout the Old Testament, had been awaiting this Messiah… as I spoke about earlier
in the introduction… a sort of special leader. In their time, they had been enslaved. They had been slaves
under Egypt and then they had been delivered by God and gone into the Promised Land… the special
place had God had set aside for them. As they arrived there, they believed that then they were supposed to
institute, to live out, God’s way of life in that specific spot. But a problem came. That problem was the
Roman Empire. The Roman Empire took over in that area, and because of that, they began to really
question God’s power in that time.
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