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Introduction
How are we doing this morning everybody? Doing good? Alright. Let’s do this. If you have a Bible with you,
go ahead and take that out at this time. Open it with me to the Gospel of John. We are going to be in John
chapter 14, starting in verse 15. If you don’t have a Bible with you, please use the one that’s in the seat
tray in front of you. If you do not own a Bible, that Bible is our gift to you today. Also, I want to let you know
that you can use a Bible on your phone or on your tablet. How ever you want to engage the Bible, we are
fine with that. We just want you to engage it because we believe it is God’s Word. We are starting a new
series today called “Forgotten God.” This series is designed for us to understand more about God’s Holy
Spirit and how the Holy Spirit plays a vital role in the lives of those who follow Jesus. This series is going to
be a big emphasis over the next several weeks, so I want to ask you to do a few things. First of all, I would
ask that you would make certain to be here every week, and if you have to miss for some reason, to listen
or to watch the sermon afterwards. There is going to be a lot of teaching that is going to build on itself
week to week, and we need you to be able to understand and follow by keeping up with all of the things
that are spoken about.
We also have some other opportunities for you. There is a book written by Francis Chan that is called
“Forgotten God.” This book is available for a ten dollar suggested donation. If you don’t have enough
money, we would still love for you to get one of those books. They are out here at the kiosk. You can get
that as soon as we conclude today. We also have an album of original songs. Did you guys like that song
that Kasi sang at the conclusion… “Always There”? Did you guys like that song? I thought that was just an
incredible song. Beautiful. Kasi would not tell you this, but she wrote that song. There is an album of songs
like that that people in our church have written about God’s Spirit, and you can get that album anywhere
that you can download or stream music online. But if you would like to have a hard copy, a CD, you can
purchase one of those today for a ten dollar suggested donation as well… out here at the kiosk. An
incredible album. I’m listening to it all of the time. I want to encourage you to get that.
Pastor Jeremy mentioned Life Groups. We are starting several brand new groups just for this series. If
you’ve been thinking about joining a group but you haven’t… I want to encourage you. Take your card,
check on there that you want to be part of a group, and bring it to the Connection Center as soon as we’re
done. Brand new groups are starting this week just to discuss the things in this series.
Also, I know that there’s a lot of confusion out there about the Holy Spirit, so I want to let you know that we
want to answer your questions. I’m not going to be able to get to all of those, even though we are going to
preach on this for several weeks. I want to encourage you, get your questions and text them into us. I’ll do
some blog posts… we’ll do some videos and we’ll post those to our social media pages so that we can
answer your questions. You can send your questions in by texting them to 281-810-1753. I’ll give you that
number one more time: 281-810-1753. You can text those in, and we’ll get to those questions as best we
can over the next several weeks.
Finally, as you saw on the announcement video, we are having a WELOVEHOU day. On Saturday,
October 20th, we love this city and we want to seek the welfare of this city. It’s something that we do. It’s not
a gimmick; this is who we are. So on this day, we want to ask if you can to come and to serve. We need
help. We need tradesmen; we need craftsmen to help with Harvey victims. We are going to do some
construction that day, but there are tons of other projects we are going to do around the city. We want you
to participate with us. Sign up by going to hnw.org/WELOVEHOUday. You can still just show up on that
day, but the more folks who sign up, the better for us as we make preparations. So… that’s a lot of
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information to front-load there. I just wanted to let you know those things. I’m going to pray at this time,
and then we are going to jump into John chapter 14, starting in verse 15. Let’s pray.
“Dad… we need to know You today. We need to experience You. We need Your Spirit to run free in this
place. Father, we want to know Your Holy Spirit, and so Lord I pray that You would show us who You are in
the power of Your Spirit. God, I pray that as we open Your Word and we look at Your Scripture that You
would teach us today. God, don’t let this be my words, but God let this be Your Word that’s speaking to
our hearts. Lord, let my tongue be guided by You, and Lord, I pray that every heart would be opened by
Your Spirit in this place. Father, I want to pray right now for every person who has not yet declared Jesus to
be Lord of their life… that today would be the day that they would say ‘Yes’ to Him. And Father, I pray that
every person that has said ‘Yes’ to Jesus but has yet to allow the Spirit to lead their lives, would start that
journey today. We pray this and we ask it in the name of Jesus Christ. Amen.”
John chapter 14, starting in verse 15… “If you love Me, you will keep My commandments.” (This is Jesus
speaking) “And I will ask the Father, and He will give you another Helper, to be with you forever, even the

Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot receive, because it neither sees Him nor knows Him. You know Him,
for He dwells with you and will be in you.
“I will not leave you as orphans; I will come to you. Yet a little while and the world will see Me no more, but
you will see Me. Because I live, you also will live. In that day you will know that I am in My Father, and you
in Me, and I in you. Whoever has My commandments and keeps them, he it is who loves Me. And he who
loves Me will be loved by My Father, and I will love him and manifest Myself to him.” This is the Word of
the Lord.
You know, I was afraid of the Holy Spirit for a long time. The church that I grew up in, we didn’t really talk
about the Holy Spirit. We certainly didn’t do sermon series about the Holy Spirit. It was kind of one of those
things that was out there. We said, “Father, Son, and Spirit” but we kind of talked about the Father and the
Son a whole lot, and the Spirit was relegated to a position of “we’re a little bit afraid.” I don’t know if that
was your experience, but that was my experience. I was a little bit afraid of the Spirit simply because I heard
all of these fantastic experiences and stories surrounding the Spirit. There was this one incident I heard
about in my small town where I grew up where there was a revival that broke out, and one of the people
that was recounting what took place at this church told me that the people in the congregation began to
have their teeth turn to gold whenever they were in a worship service. Now did that happen? I have no
idea. I’m just telling you that this was what was told to me. Then as I got older, I heard of preachers who
would preach about the Holy Spirit, and there was this phenomenon that began to sweep around where
people would be “slain” in the Spirit. They would be so overcome with God’s Spirit that they would fall
over. There were televangelists and pastors who would practice this where people would just be knocked
over and they would wave their hands or throw their jacket or whatever, and people would be knocked
over supposedly by God’s Spirit. As I got older, I went to college and there was this church in town that was
very much a Spirit-filled type of church. What they taught was that you knew you did not have the Holy
Spirit if you were not speaking in tongues. That was what they taught. If you weren’t speaking in tongues
then you didn’t have the Spirit. So I began to recognize in my own life… I was really confused about who
the Holy Spirit was. Maybe you’ve been confused as well. Maybe you’ve heard conflicting rumors. Maybe
you’ve wondered, and so that’s why we are teaching this series. This is what I want you to know. God does
not want us to be confused about His Spirit. On top of that, I don’t want us to be confused about His Spirit.
I believe that one of the reasons that churches today in the United States are not experiencing the fullness
of the presence of God, in power in many ways, is because we there confused about the Holy Spirit, we’re

2|Page

Why Do We Need The Holy Spirit? | John 14:15-21 | October 7, 2018
By Dr. Steve Bezner. Week 1 in the series “Forgotten God.”

afraid of the Holy Spirit, and we don’t really know how to walk with the Spirit. So we are going to jump into
this series today. We are going to answer questions over the next several weeks about tongues. We are
going to talk about the filling of the Spirit versus the baptism of the Spirit. We’re going to talk about
spiritual gifts. But we are also going to be intensely practical, talking about how it is that we can walk with
the Spirit day by day. Today we are going to jump into this passage of Scripture, the one that I just read…
Jesus, teaching His disciples right before He was crucified, right before He was resurrected, tells them “I am
going to leave but I am going to give you a Helper. I am going to ask the Father, and He is going to give
you a Helper. And this Helper,” He tells us, “is the Spirit of truth… the Holy Spirit.” So we are going to see
who the Holy Spirit is today, and we are going to build a foundation on which we can explore the Spirit of
God in the next several weeks. Let’s jump in right here and see what Jesus is teaching.
1. The Spirit is God’s Promise. (vv. 16-17)
First, Jesus says, in verses 16 and 17, that the Holy Spirit is God’s promise to us. The Holy Spirit is God’s
promise to us. In verses 16 and 17 we read… “I will ask the Father, and He will give you another Helper,
to be with you forever, even the Spirit of truth…” Jesus told His disciples that He would give them a gift, a
Helper, the Holy Spirit. This is Jesus’ promise to us. He doesn’t say, “I might give you a Helper.” He says,
“He will give you a Helper.” “He will.” This is going to happen.
Now, I want you to understand that this gift is different than the Spirit of the Lord that is referenced many
times in the Old Testament. Whenever you read about the Spirit of the Lord in the Old Testament, it is still
the Holy Spirit, but the Holy Spirit manifests Himself differently after the coming of Christ. In the Old
Testament, whenever we read about the Spirit of the Lord… the Spirit of the Lord falls upon one individual
at a time. So the Spirit of the Lord falls upon Gideon… the Spirit of the Lord falls upon Samson. It’s one
person at a time in a specific situation, giving them the power so that they might be able to overcome
whatever the situation is that they are up against. However, in the New Testament, Jesus says that the Spirit
will no longer be relegated to one person, but the Spirit will now go out among anyone who declares faith
in His name. He says it is no longer one person at a time, but everyone simultaneously who believes in
Jesus Christ can have the Spirit of God. This fulfills the prophecy from the prophet Joel found in Joel
chapter 2… “My Spirit will fall upon people in those days.” So this is the fact that God’s Spirit is upon the
entire church.
At the same time that Jesus says that everyone who believes in Jesus will have the Spirit, He also says in
verse 17, at the same time, those who do not believe in Jesus Christ will not have the Spirit. I want you to
hear me. This is important. If you are a believer in Christ, you have the Spirit. If you are not a believer in
Christ, you do not have the Spirit. You cannot get the Spirit of Jesus if you have not placed your faith in
Jesus. So this is now an important promise. Jesus says, “I’m going to give it to you. You are going to
receive it.” So what’s the promise about?
Well, the first thing that Jesus points out is that the Holy Spirit is given as a promise of our salvation. Have
you ever wondered in your life if your salvation was real… if you truly, truly have been saved by the work of
Jesus Christ? The answer to that is clearly given in that Jesus promises the Spirit. You see, Jesus, by saying,
“I’m going away but I am going give you the Spirit…” makes a promise that He could not keep unless He
was God. If Jesus could not give us the Spirit, then He would not be God. But, by being crucified and then
ascending to the Father and yet the Spirit still coming, demonstrates that Jesus Himself is divine, and He
has the power to give us God. It’s also one of those things that I want you to understand is not relegated
simply to the super-spiritual. You probably know some people in your life that you think, “They’re more
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spiritual than I am, so they have the Holy Spirit but I’m just a plain person. I’m just an average believer. I
don’t know that I have the Holy Spirit.” News flash: The Holy Spirit is not relegated to a special class of
Christians. The Holy Spirit is available to every person who has put their faith in Jesus. I’m going to say that
again because I don’t think you heard me. The Holy Spirit is not for a special spiritual class of Christians.
The Holy Spirit is for every single person who has placed their faith in Jesus Christ. (Clapping) …Every
single person.
This truth causes a little bit of discomfort probably for some people in this room. Some people would say,
“Alright… so then how do I know that I have the Spirit? If the only people who have the Spirit are believers
in Christ, what if I don’t have evidence of the Holy Spirit in my life? Does that mean that I’m not a
believer?” Maybe... maybe not. It’s not just about the evidence that necessarily shows that you have the
Spirit or not. It is possible to have the Spirit but to not walk with the Spirit, and because of that, you don’t
see the fruit or the evidence of the Spirit. In other words, I think that there are many people who probably
are believers in Christ who will spend eternity in heaven, but they do not have the fruit of the Spirit because
they have not walked with the Spirit. Because of that, they are wondering right now… and maybe some of
you are wondering… “I don’t even know if I’m saved because I haven’t seen the evidence of God’s Spirit in
my life.” If you have never understood and walked with God’s Spirit then you will not see that fruit, and if
you don’t see the fruit, you begin to wonder if it’s real. But if you are saved… if you’ve placed your faith in
Christ… right now, you have the Spirit. Maybe you haven’t worked that Spirit muscle, but you have it and I
want you to know that.
Secondly, Jesus says that the Spirit is given not only as a promise of salvation but also is given as a promise
of eternity. This is clarified more clearly in some other writings that are found in the New Testament. For
example, in 2 Corinthians 1:22, Paul writes this… (this is God) “God has also put His seal on us and given
us His Spirit in our hearts as a guarantee.” And again Paul writes, in Ephesians 1:14, that the Spirit “…is

the guarantee of our inheritance until we acquire possession of it, to the praise of His glory.”
If you’ve ever made a large purchase, then you go and you put down a down-payment. Either that might
be on a car or on a house. Whenever I put an offer in on my house, I put down earnest money. What did
that mean? I gave a contract and then I gave earnest money. That means I am earnestly interested in
purchasing this house. Here’s some money. And in fact, if I don’t come and buy this house, you get to keep
the money. That’s the way that a contract, when you are purchasing a house, operates. In the same way,
the Scripture says that the Holy Spirit is God’s seal… His guarantee… His deposit. In other words, by
experiencing God’s Spirit, then you now know this… that one day God will return and say, “That one’s
Mine right there. I’m taking him with Me.” If you have the Spirit, you can know that God is keeping His
promise and that He is truly coming after you one day. So you not only have the promise of Salvation, if
you have the Spirit… you also have the promise of eternity.
So the point here is that the Holy Spirit is proof that Jesus keeps His promise to us. “I’m going away; I’m
going to give the Spirit.” He did it. And then, “Not only will I go away, I’m coming back one day.” How do I
know He is coming back? …Because I have the Spirit. So the Spirit is the promise… He saved me, and the
Spirit is the promise that one day He will return. And anyone who believes in Jesus Christ has these
promises because the Spirit is in you.
2. The Spirit is God’s Presence. (v. 20)
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But this is important for us to recognize that it is not just the promise. It’s also, as verse 20 shows us, the
presence. The Holy Spirit is God’s promise to us, but the Holy Spirit is also God’s presence. In verse 20, we
read this… “In that day you will know that I am in My Father, and you in Me, and…” Then get this… “…I in
you.” If I was to say to you, “What’s the greatest gift that God has ever given you or could give you?” You
might be tempted to say, “Eternal salvation.” You might be tempted to say, “Grace.” You might be tempted
to say, “Love.” Those are all great gifts and absolutely we should praise God for all of those. But the
greatest gift that we find that God gives us, I believe, is laid out for us in Exodus chapter 13, as the Lord is
leading Moses and the Israelites out of captivity in Egypt. In that moment, in Exodus chapter 13, there is an
exchange between Moses and the Lord where Moses says, “The most important distinctive about us is not
salvation but instead it is the presence of God Himself.” Listen to this… (not chapter 13 but 33) …listen to
chapter 33 verses 15 and 16… Listen to this: Moses speaking to the Lord. “He said to Him, ‘If Your
presence will not go with me, do not bring us up from here.’” Can you imagine that? Can you imagine
being stuck in such a terrible situation that you would actually tell God, “God, I’d rather be in a bad place
with Your presence than in a good place without Your presence.” That is what Moses is saying right here to
the Lord. He goes on… “For how shall it be known that I have found favor in Your sight, I and Your

people? Is it not in Your going with us, so that we are distinct, I and Your people, from every other people
on the face of the earth?” “What makes us different?” Moses says, “Is it our behavior? Sure our behavior
makes us different. Is it our ethics? Absolutely, it is our ethics.” But the thing that truly sets us apart, though
time and culture changes, the thing that sets us apart… the presence of God Himself. That is the thing that
makes us different.” You are different because you have the presence of God.
This is what the Holy Spirit does. The Holy Spirit brings the presence of God on you. This is what Jesus
actually says in verse 17… notice this. “You know Him, for He dwells with you and will be in you.” Did you
notice that? Jesus uses two prepositions: “with” and “in.” So the Holy Spirit is “with” you, and the Holy Spirit
is “in” you. So that means you have God’s presence with you, and you also have God’s presence in you.
Now why does that matter? Why does Jesus use two different prepositions? I think that lots of people in this
room start following Jesus because they know that there’s something wrong with them, they need
deliverance, they don’t want to spend eternity in hell… that’s why they start. But over time, I think, you
begin to discover that the presence of God is more important. “With”… He is with you. Anybody here ever
walked into a terrible situation? Have you ever been in the place where, “I’ve got to go into a meeting, and
this meeting is going to stink.” “I’ve got to go into an office, and this office is terrible.” “I’ve got to go meet
with my ex today; I don’t want to go meet with my ex.” “I’ve got to go carry the Gospel into this
neighborhood… or this house… where no one knows the Gospel… And you wonder, “I am scared to
death. How could I ever do this?” This is how you know: He is with you. The Spirit of God is with you.
Whenever the Scripture says, when Jesus declares, “I will never leave you nor will I forsake you.” Jesus is
making a promise that is true because the Holy Spirit of God is always with you wherever you go. You
cannot go to a place where the Holy Spirit of God is not with you.
In addition to that, He is not just with you… He is also inside of you. He is with you and He is in you. Why
does He need to be with you and in you? Well, I’ll tell you why. “With you” is about external circumstances.
Right? I go into a situation; I’m worried about it... these external forces coming against me. God says, “I’m
right here beside you; I’m with you. We can do this together.” But then also the Bible says that He is “in”
us. Why do we need Him “in” us? …Because there are also situations where it’s not about external
circumstances; it’s about internal circumstances. Anybody here have any problems controlling their
emotions? I’ll just keep waiting until all of you raise your hands. (Laughter) Okay… good. Everybody is like,
“Uh… maybe… I don’t know. Is this a trick question?” We all do. Anybody here have trouble controlling
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their words? Anybody here have any trouble controlling their actions? You have a habit that you’re stuck in
that you can’t get out of? Your words, your emotions, your actions… those things can be changed. Did you
know that? They can be changed through the power of God’s Spirit. This is what Jesus is saying. He is not
just with you when you go into external circumstances that are difficult. He is “in” you. So when you need
your words to change, your thoughts to change, your feelings to change… God can change those because
He is “in” you. This is why the Bible says in 1 John 4:4, “Greater is He who is in you than he who is in the

world.”
As we have already mentioned, verse 17 says that there are people out there who are not believers, and
those who are not believers cannot receive the Spirit. That’s what verse 17 clearly declares, “…whom the
world cannot receive…” This means, consequently, that if you are a believer… I want you to hear me on
this… if you are a believer in Jesus Christ, you have the presence of God with you and in you. And that
means the most powerful, the wealthiest person that you know who does not have the presence of God…
you have a power they can never have unless they submit their lives to Jesus Christ.
Have you ever had a situation where you’ve walked into a meeting or into a place where you really needed
to perform, and you knew that your abilities were not up to the task, yet somehow, supernaturally,
inexplicably, in the moment, you had the words to say? Inexplicably, you were able to perform at a level
that you’ve never been able to before… that inexplicably you were able to talk to the person or do the thing
that you never thought that you would be able to do. Why could you do that? …Not because you are
awesome but because God’s Holy Spirit filled you up in that moment and took over. You have a power
when God is in you and with you that no one else has. So here is the thing that I want you to know. You
can walk into the most powerful, influential rooms in the world and not be afraid because you have
something that people in that room don’t have… something that is more powerful than they could ever
be… “Greater is He who is in you than he who is in the world” …because you have the power of the living
God in you. (Clapping) Incredible.
Now if you’re listening to me right now and you are thinking, “Steve… I don’t think I have the Spirit,” then I
want you to listen. If you do not have the Spirit, this means that you are not a Christian. I want to be clear.
There is a teaching that has gone around and it is incorrect, so I want to take some time to correct it. There
has been a teaching that has gone around that has said that there is a difference between being filled with
the Spirit and baptized by the Spirit. Those two things are the same thing. I’ll explain that later another
week, but I just want you to hear me on this. You do not get the Spirit in a separate experience after you
come to faith in Jesus Christ. You get the Spirit when you profess your faith in Jesus Christ… period… end
of story. Now there are some passages in the Book of Acts that are a little confusing on this, and we’ll talk
about those another day. What I want you to hear today is that, very clearly, if you do not have the Spirit,
it’s not because you need to have a separate experience. It’s because you have not allowed the Spirit of
God either a) to take over after your confession of Christ, or b) you have never confessed Christ and truly
given your life over to Him. If you’re sitting here saying, “I don’t have the Spirit” then that means you don’t
have Christ in your life. This is what I want you to understand. Jesus wants you to have His presence. Jesus
wants you to have His Spirit. But He can’t give you His Spirit if you don’t make Him your Lord and Savior.
You don’t become a Christian because your granddaddy was a preacher. You don’t become a Christian
because your uncle is the deacon. You don’t become a Christian because you’ve grown up in church your
whole life. You are not a Christian because you listen to sermons. You are not a Christian because you
have Christian books. You’re not a Christian because you own a Bible. You’re not a Christian because
you’re not a Muslim or you’re not a Buddhist. You are a Christian because you have said, “Jesus Christ is
God in flesh. Jesus Christ died for my sins on a cross. Jesus Christ was raised from the dead three days
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later, and I now submit my life to Him.” This is how you become a Christian, and this is how you get the
Spirit of God.
So in this moment, we read that this presence becomes our help. He is our Helper in this moment. So why
do we need a Helper and what does the Helper do? If He is our promise and He is also the presence of
God, now the presence of God begins to help us in very specific ways. Notice right here in verse 18… “I
will not leave you…” (Jesus says) “…as orphans; I will come to you.” The first thing that the Spirit of God
does is He helps us become adopted. The metaphor of adoption is all through the New Testament… that
we are adopted as sons and daughters into the family of faith. Absolutely true. Now how does that
happen? Well, it’s kind of a multi-step process. First, through Jesus’ death on a cross, through His blood
sacrifice… whenever we place our faith in Him, our sin iniquity is removed. We are no longer unrighteous.
We are made righteous in the view of God. So we are justified in that moment. But the way that we are
adopted is this. It’s not just that our sin is forgiven, but it is instead that God’s presence is with us. An
orphan is someone whose parents have left them… whose parents have died… gone away. They have
been abandoned. Someone who is not an orphan, they have their parent with them. This is what Jesus
says… “You will get adoption.” Why? …Because the Spirit of the Father comes and He adopts you in that
moment. When you place your faith in Jesus Christ, you’re not an orphan because God’s Spirit is in you,
with you, on you… you are adopted in that moment. This is how the Spirit of adoption comes.
Now on top of that, He doesn’t just help us in adoption, He also helps us see Jesus. Look at verse 19…
“Yet a little while…” (Jesus says) “…and the world will see Me no more, but you will see Me.” Now this can
be confusing. Anybody seen Jesus this week? You’re thinking, “Well, no, not literally… I haven’t seen Jesus.
What does this mean?” The Spirit of God in and with you allows you now to experience God in such a way
that you see Jesus for who He is. You cannot believe that Jesus Christ is Lord... you cannot believe that
Jesus is God in flesh until God’s Holy Spirit is in you and with you and begins to move in and on you, and
only then will you see Jesus for who He is.
On top of that, the Spirit of God, the Bible tells us clearly, convicts us of your sin. He shows us where we
are apart from God… where our righteousness is not matching up with who God is. In fact, over and over
we read in the Bible that the Spirit of God allows us to see where we ought to be and also allows us to see
where we are… where we fall short. In John 16:8, just one example, Jesus says this… “When the Spirit

comes, He will convict the world concerning sin and righteousness and judgment.”
Harold Sala, in his book “Getting Acquainted With The Holy Spirit” tells a story in which he explains how
the Spirit works in this way. Imagine that you’re in a coal mine, and the coal mine has an avalanche of
sorts… it collapses when the timbers break and give way and you are buried. You’re still able to talk,
you’re still able to breathe, but it’s completely pitch black and you think that you are okay. But in that
moment, as a rescue workers comes to you and call out to you , you say, “I’m okay; go ahead and go
rescue someone else.” And the rescue worker says to you, “I’m going to drop a flashlight down to you. Use
that flashlight so that way at least you have some light until we can come back and get you.” And then
once you turn on that light, you see that you are not okay. Your legs are mangled. Your body is broken.
Only by having that light can you suddenly see your true condition. There are many people in this room
who have lived much of their life thinking “I’m okay,” but the Holy Spirit of God shows up and shows you,
“I am not okay. I need rescue. I’m broken.” In fact, if right now you are hearing me speak and God is
stirring inside of you, you are feeling that. You are feeling awakened inside. That is God’s Spirit telling you,
“You have some areas where you have fallen short of what God wants…” That’s not because I’m a great
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preacher; that’s because God’s Spirit is working active right now, and He is saying, “You need to surrender
and be who I have created you to be and do the things that I have called you to do.”
3. God’s Spirit Gives Us God’s Power.
His presence helps us by seeing Jesus, but also the Spirit helps us in a final way. This is my third point. The
Spirit helps us because the Spirit is God’s promise, the Spirit is God’s presence, but finally, thirdly, the Spirit
gives us God’s power. The Spirit gives us God’s power. Now whenever we speak about the Holy Spirit,
most of us start by thinking of miracles. We think about the gold teeth or the people being healed or
people raised from the dead. Now I want to be clear… I believe in miracles. I believe that the Holy Spirit
uses people today to perform miracles. We are going to talk about that another week. Today what I want
you to hear is this. When Jesus Christ starts teaching about the Holy Spirit, He doesn’t start with miracles.
Do you know what He starts with? Obedience. “If you love Me,” Jesus says, “you will obey my commands.”
Four verses later, He says it again. “If you love me, you will obey My commands.” Jesus says it twice in the
span of four or five verses. Why? …Because this is the first way that you follow the Holy Spirit. The big
power that God’s Spirit wants to give you is not that you can walk out and do magic tricks. The power that
God wants to give you through His Spirit is the power to obey. …Because many of us have read the Bible
and we have found some of these commands and we have said, “I could never do those things.” And
you’re right; you can’t. But God can in you and through you. You can only obey because God is with you.
You see, the Bible says, in Romans 6:20, that before we knew Jesus, we were slaves to sin. And whenever
Jesus says, in verse 19, “Because I live, you also will live”… I don’t think He is talking about the
resurrection. I think that because He is teaching on the Spirit, He is saying, “You will actually now be able
to live… have a new life… because God’s Spirit is in and with and on you.” So if you were a slave to sin, in
Romans chapter 6, how do you get those chains broken? How do you no longer live as a slave to sin?
…Because God’s Spirit is in you and on you, and you don’t have to live that way anymore. If the world
knows that you love Jesus because you obey Him, but the commands of Jesus are difficult, the way that you
find obedience is through the Spirit of God and walking with Him in freedom. I want you to look at this
passage with me. It’s going to come up on the screen. Galatians chapter 5, starting in verse 16… Paul
wrote about the Spirit of God, and this is what he said… “But I say, walk by the Spirit, and you will not
gratify the desires of the flesh.” Did you see that? I am going to read that again. “But I say, walk by the
Spirit, and you will not gratify the desires of the flesh.” If you are walking with the Spirit of God, if you’re
following the Spirit, you will not gratify your fleshly desires. So what are you saying? “Well, what are the
fleshly desires, Steve?” Glad you asked. “For the desires of the flesh are against the Spirit, and the desires
of the Spirit are against the flesh…” So if you have a desire that is against God’s Spirit, that’s a fleshly
desire. Those two are opposed to each other, to keep you from doing things that you want to do. But… If
you are led by the Spirit, you are not under the Law. Now the works of the flesh are evident. This is what
examples Paul gives: “…sexual immorality, impurity, sensuality, idolatry, sorcery, enmity, strife, jealousy, fits

of anger, rivalries, dissensions, divisions, envy, drunkenness, orgies, and things like these. I warn you as I
warned you before, that those who do such things will not inherit the Kingdom of God. But the fruit of the
Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, self-control; against such
things there is no law. And those who belong to Christ Jesus have crucified the flesh with its passions and
desires. If we live by the Spirit, let us also keep in step with the Spirit.” God doesn’t want you to live a life
where you are continually feeding the desires of the flesh. Instead, He wants you to walk with His Spirit. He
has put His Spirit in you; He has put His Spirit with you. He wants you to walk with the Spirit and by the
Spirit… every single day… and crucify the desires of the flesh and feed the Spirit of God through obedience
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every single day. And when you do that… that’s what freedom is. Freedom is walking with God’s Spirit and
experiencing Him day by day.
Now, one of the questions that people have is this: “Steve… I want to walk by the Spirit, but I don’t know all
of the Bible. I haven’t memorized all of it. How am I ever going to be able to know what to do in every
situation?” I want you to hear me on this. This is the beautiful thing about God. You may not have a single
verse of this Bible memorized, but you can still walk by the Spirit. Do you know how? …Because the Spirit
of God will speak to you. It will speak to you. You’re saying, “That seems weird.” Yeah… it does. It does
seem weird but it’s real. It’s real. Let me tell you how it happens. It’s not an audible voice. It’s not an
audible voice, but it is an impression; it is a leading. It is a sense that is in your heart that is so strong, you
know that you were supposed to act on it. And whenever you sense God’s Spirit leading you… when you
surrender to that and you follow that, you begin to walk in freedom.
In 1 Kings 19:11-13, Elijah gives us just a little example in his interaction with the Lord. The Lord speaks to
Elijah and says… “’Go out and stand on the mount before the Lord.’ And behold, the Lord passed by, and

a great and strong wind tore the mountains and broke in pieces the rocks before the Lord, but the Lord was
not in the wind. And after the wind an earthquake, but the Lord was not in the earthquake. And after the
earthquake a fire, but the Lord was not in the fire. And after the fire the sound of a low whisper. And when
Elijah heard it, he wrapped his face in his cloak and went out and stood at the entrance of the cave. And
behold, there came a voice to him and said, ‘What are you doing here, Elijah?’” God wants to speak to
you, but you may not hear it because you aren’t listening for a whisper. You aren’t following that still, small
voice… that leading, that premonition… that God puts on your heart. But if you will obey that move of the
Spirit in your heart, this is the beautiful thing… something incredible will happen. It is the last thing that I
want to share with you this morning.
I want you to notice this. At the end of this passage… verse 21… I love the way it ends. Jesus says… “…he

who loves Me will be loved by my Father, and I will love him and manifest Myself to him.” “…manifest
Myself to him.” Jesus says, “I will show you Myself if you love Me.” So how did Jesus define loving Him?
How did He do that? He defined it when He said, “The one who loves Me will keep My commands.” So if
you keep the commands of Jesus, then that is how you know that you are showing love to Him. If you
follow the commands of Jesus, He shows Himself to you.
I once had a friend who was really good with money who told me that compound interest is a miracle. I
like that. I want you to hear this. I think that freedom in Christ is a miracle in the same way that compound
interest is a miracle. This is what I want you to understand. Compound interest is that sense that your
principal… your money… earns some interest and gets added to the principal so the next time you earn a
little more interest. And over time, that can grow into something beautiful and a big amount of money. I
think that freedom in Christ is the same way. And Jesus explains it here… because the more that you walk
in freedom in Christ… guess what… the more that you then see a little bit more of Jesus. And when you
see a little bit more of Jesus, you want to walk with Him more. And the more that you follow with Him the
more you see Him. And the more that you see Him, the more that you want to follow after Him. The more
that you walk with Christ, the more that He reveals Himself to you. He shows himself to you and you want
to walk with Him. If you are wanting to know and see Jesus Christ, the first thing that you need to do today
is you need to surrender and ask God, “Where do I need to be obedient?” Where do I need to be
obedient? It doesn’t start by praying and asking God for a miracle. You can do that but the first place that
you need to start… if you want Jesus… is to be obedient. If you have never given your life to Christ, you
need to start with the obedience of surrendering to Him today. Don’t wait until after the service is over. Do
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it right now. Give your life to Christ. That’s your act of obedience. If you are already a believer in Christ
and you have not known the Spirit of God, your act is to begin obeying Him in the things that He has
commanded you to do. Only then will you begin to understand who Jesus is, and only then will you begin
to see Him and begin to walk in freedom. If you want freedom from whatever is holding you back, the first
thing you have to do… obey God by walking with and in the Spirit. (Clapping)
Several years ago, one of my sons started driving. We did self-taught drivers ed. That was the scariest thing
I have ever done in my life. (Laughter) I would sit right beside my son. I was pounding a hole into the
floorboard… reaching for those brakes. But eventually he learned how to drive. The first time that my son
drove off without me next to him… I was scared to death. Scared to death. A week later, that was all gone.
I said, “Go pick up your brother.” (Laughter) “Go to the grocery store for me.” We were running that kid
ragged. Here is the thing that I want you to know. Yesterday after however long of having his driver’s
license, he drove to Katy by himself. I didn’t think twice about it when he went there. Why? …Because I
knew that he knew… after more and more experience of learning how to drive… that he would be just fine.
Here is what I want you to hear. When Jesus was starting, He was with His disciples, and then eventually
He left. He said, “You’re going to walk in the way that I have taught you.” This Word… this Scripture… we
read it and we learn it and we know it. But we can’t always pull it out and read it in those moments. What
do we have to do? We have to get to the moment in our lives where even though we can’t pull this out and
read it and have it right there with us… we are still able to know that He is with us and leading us by His
Spirit. He is letting us drive off on our own… except we are not on our own. He is with you right now, and
He wants you to know Him in power, know Him in truth, and it starts because you say “Yes” to whatever He
is asking you to do today.
So Church, today, this is the question that I have for you. Will you be someone who will say “Yes” to
experiencing more of the Spirit of God? Whatever your area of disobedience is, will you begin to obey the
Spirit of God and see if He will not begin to give you one iota of freedom? And as He gives you more and
more freedom, you will begin to walk with Him more and more because you will see Jesus in ways you
have never seen Him before. This is who God is. This is what He wants to give. And today I want to call you
to receive it. Let’s walk with the Spirit and know what He has given. Let’s pray.
“Father, right now I pray for every person in this room who has yet to give their life to You. Each of these
individuals right now is sensing You working in their heart… in their lives… and Lord, they know that today
their first act of obedience is to surrender to You. They want the Spirit… they want You to guide them…
they want You to give them power… they want You to be inside of them… they want You to change their
lives, but that cannot happen until they make you Lord. Today, God, I pray that right now they will do
that… they will say ‘Yes’ to Jesus... say, ‘Yes, I know that I am a sinner… yes, I know that I need Him… and
yes that I need to follow Him.’ Father, I also pray today… I pray for those who have already said ‘Yes’ to
Jesus but they have not, for whatever reason, been walking in freedom. Lord, You want to give them
freedom, and that freedom comes because they begin to listen to Your voice through Your Spirit and walk
in obedience. Lord, I pray that all of the people in this room who need some freedom would take one step
of obedience today. And Lord, as they do so, that You would show Yourself to them, You would manifest
Yourself, and they would take one more step… and then they would be able to take two… then be able to
take three. Lord, make Yourself known, that they would confess their sin, that they would confess their
brokenness and that they would step in obedience, and in doing so, God, You would begin a miracle of
deliverance among the people of Houston Northwest Church. God, move in this place… rescue us…
change us. We pray this in the mighty name of Jesus who gives us His Spirit. Amen and amen.”
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